[Mechanism of virus-induced immunopathology. I. The reactivity of immunocompetent cells in acute herpetic infection in an experiment].
The state of general and specific responsiveness of thymocytes and splenocytes in non-inbred white mice has been studied in the reaction of lymphocyte blast transformation under the influence of phytohemagglutinin (PHA) and herpes simplex virus. Experimental herpetic encephalitis has been shown to give rise to the development of pronounced immunosuppression, which is confirmed by a considerable decrease (P less than 0.05) in the levels of the PHA- and virus-induced transformation of thymocytes and splenocytes in infected mice in comparison with the similar transformation characteristics of intact lymphocytes. The inhibition of the general and specific responsiveness of T-lymphocytes has been found to be one of the possible mechanisms of immunosuppression in acute herpes infection.